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Deep Purple kicked off its first tour of the U.S. in more than three years 

last night in Scottsdale, Arizona.  The trek will take the veteran British 

rock group across the entire country, and also will include a two-date trip 

north of the border to Canada. 

Guitarist Steve Morse, Deep Purple's only American-born member, says 

he's "really glad" that the band finally is playing in his home country 

again.  The tour also mark's the group's first U.S. outing since it released 



its latest studio album, Now What?!, which hit stores in April 2013. 

Morse tells ABC News Radio that fans who come out to the shows will 

get to see a varied performance that will include "some stuff from the 

new album," "some of the classics" and "some offbeat, unusual album 

cuts that work well live," as well as improvisational interludes "that 

wouldn't be on a recording." 

The 60-year-old musician, who joined Deep Purple in 1994, says one of 

his favorite things about the band's current concerts is that four or five 

songs from Now What?! are mixed into the set. 

"I really enjoy that," he explains, "because I don't think Deep Purple 

should just be a classic-rock band that was remembered for two songs 

that get played over and over on oldies stations." 

One of the new tunes that Morse particularly likes playing live is 

"Uncommon Man," a song that frontman Ian Gillan dedicates at the 

band's shows to founding Deep Purple keyboardist Jon Lord, who died 

in 2012 at the age of 71 after a battle with cancer. 

"It's got elements of classical, prog rock and straight rock 'n' roll all in 

it," Steve says of the tune, "and the opening riff is so unlike any cliche." 

Morse tells ABC News Radio that he and his band mates also love 

performing the early Deep Purple gem "Hard Lovin' Man," which 

appeared on the group's 1970 album Deep Purple in Rock. 

"You know, [it] wasn't a hit here, but everywhere we play it, it just goes 

over great," explains the guitar whiz.  "It's high energy in the same sort 

of vein as 'Highway Star.'" 

Meanwhile, Morse reports that Deep Purple has been amassing material 

for a follow-up to Now What?! 



He reveals that the band has "a dozen or so ideas that everybody [likes], 

already," for the project.  He adds that famed producer Bob Ezrin, who 

was behind the board for Now What?!, also will be working on the new 

record.   "[H]e makes things go together even better, so there's a lot of 

good energy moving forward," says Steve. 

Deep Purple's North American tour winds down with an August 31 

concert in Hollywood, Florida.  Here are all of the band's upcoming 

stateside tour dates: 

8/5 -- Ventura, CA, Ventura County Fair! 

8/6 -- Costa Mesa, CA, Orange County Fair! 

8/8 -- Lincoln, CA, Thunder Valley Casino Amphitheater!8/9 -- Roseburg, 

OR, Douglas County Fair! 

8/10 -- Snoqualmie, WA, Snoqualmie Casino! 

8/13 -- Saratoga, CA, Mountain Winery 

!8/14 -- Valley Center, CA, Harrah's Rincon Casino Event Center! 

8/15 -- Las Vegas, NV, Fremont St. Downtown 

!8/16 -- Wendover, NV, Peppermill Casino Concert Hall ! 

8/20 -- Elgin, IL, Festival Park 

!8/21 -- Windsor, ON, Canada, Caesars Casino!8/22 -- Rama, ON, Canada, 

Casino Rama! 

8/24 -- Morristown, NJ, Mayo PAC 

!8/25 -- Englewood, NJ, Bergen PAC!8/26 -- Westbury, NY, NYCB Theatre 

at Westbury! 



8/29 -- Biloxi, MS, Hard Rock Casino! 

8/30 -- Orlando, FL, Hard Rock Live! 

8/31 -- Hollywood, FL, Seminole Hard Rock Live Arena 


