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Candice Night dives into children's music 

 
 

 
The woman who is the musical and life partner to former Deep Purple 
guitarist-songwriter Ritchie Blackmore is exploring her love for children's 
music. 

Candice Night has realized one of her goals of creating lullaby-style music 
via the release of her new CD, "Starlight Starbright," a 13-track collection 
designed to entertain babies and children in a soothing way. Released on 
the Minstrel Hall Music label, the disc is something that has created more 
energy and more conversations at home and in the streets, she said. 



"I am so excited about the new album," Night said during a recent 
telephone interview while relaxing in her Long Island, N.Y. home. "It's so 
great to look at these children's songs again and be able to sing them and 
share them with the world." 

The genesis for "Starlight Starbright" happened when Night was pregnant 
with her son, Rory, a moment in her life she said seems like it was 
yesterday. 

"I would tell friends then, 'I can't wait to touch and hold this new being in 
my arms," she said. "To have your baby hear your heartbeat and your 
singing while you are pregnant, it's wonderful. I always wanted to have my 
kids hear me singing. 

"And it's so great because kids, when they are so young, don't care if your 
voice is pitch-perfect or not," Night added. "They just know that this is 
mommy singing. That's all that matters." 

For "Starlight Starbright," Night said she chose the "most comforting, most 
relaxing" songs, with "Rock A Bye Baby," "Robin Redbreast," "So This is 
Love," "Fireflies," "Sleep Little Baby" and John Denver's "Annie's Song" 
making the cut. One of the songs, "Lullaby in the Night," was created by 
Night's daughter, Autumn Blackmore, when she was only 1. 

"She just made up the lyrics back then, and it was amazing," Night said. 
"She was singing her dolls to sleep. I thought it was the most beautiful 
thing, and I had to include that song on the new album." 

Night and her daughter filmed a music video for "Lullaby in the Night," 
employing a "green screen" so that video editors could later add visual 
effects to the video. 

"It was funny because Autumn is 4 years old in the video, and she had to 
pretend to see me sprinkling fairy dust," Night said with a laugh. "We were 
all ready to go, and my daughter is just standing there, frozen. We said, 'Is 
everything OK?' She - and again, she's only 4 - said, 'I'm waiting for the 
director to say, 'Action!'" 

Together since 1991, Night and Blackmore live in a house that usually 
appears like a scene from a musical to family, friends and strangers alike. 

"We're always singing," Night said with a laugh. "Sometimes the words are 
just made up. We sing whatever words come to mind, even if it might not 



make a lot of sense." 

Like Blackmore, Night seemingly never stays still for more than an hour or 
so. She and Blackmore are keeping busy with rehearsals with a new 
version of Blackmore's rock band, Rainbow; Blackmore is Rainbow's 
guitarist and band leader, while Night is singing harmony vocals for the 
group. Following a 20-year absence from rock music, Blackmore decided 
to take an updated version of Rainbow on the road for a few overseas 
festival dates, as well as a gig in Birmingham, England in September. 

"Ritchie loves Blackmore's Night," Night said of the acoustic-based group, 
which features Night on vocals and performs Renaissance-style music. 
"But he's doing Rainbow now for fun." 

When asked if Rainbow would perform any U.S. concert dates, Night 
sounded slightly optimistic. 

"We will be doing more Blackmore's Night dates in the U.S. in August 
through October," she said. "With Rainbow, though, you never know. 
Anything is possible." 

When asked if she and Blackmore were proud that Deep Purple recently 
were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, Night replied that the 
recognition was a "bittersweet" experience for Blackmore. 

"We understood that the Hall of Fame wanted the current lineup of Deep 
Purple to perform at the event, and that's fine; (current Purple guitarist) 
Steve Morse is a great person and all," she said. "Although Ritchie doesn't 
need that kind of recognition from the Hall - Ritchie knows the special 
relationship he has with the fans is the most important thing - Ritchie said it 
was frustrating." 

Much of that frustration stemmed from the absence of original Deep Purple 
keyboardist Jon Lord, who passed away in July 2012, Night said. 

"Ritchie said, 'Jon Lord is no longer here,'" she said. "Ritchie said, 'It would 
have been nice if the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame had inducted Deep 
Purple when Jon Lord was still with us.'" 


